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tures of Pericles, Prince of Tyre/' was published in 1608, purporting to be "the true History of the Play of Pericles, as it was lately presented by the worthy and ancient Poet John Gower." This " History" is derived directly from the play, as the play had been derived mainly from Twine's translation of " Prince Apollonius, of Tyre ;" and it was printed in consequence of the great success that attended the performance of " Pericles," when it wa's brought out with Shakespeare's additions and improvements. At the time the " Farther Particulars regarding Shakespeare and his Works" were collected and composed, the author was not aware of the evidence preserved in Dulwich College, and recently inserted in the " Memoirs of Edward Alleyn," of the existence of an earlier drama upon the same story, and under the same title as what we have been accustomed to call Shakespeare's " Pericles." Those who are in possession of the " Farther Particulars," &c., will see that the author traces and compares, in curious detail, the parallel passages in the play and in the "History" founded upon it; and he may be said to have gone the length of establishing that certain expressions, and even lines, originally recited by the players, have been omitted in the impression of " Pericles," as it has reached us.
The reason why Shakespeare, or his predecessor, introduced " ancient Gower " to open the drama, and to deliver certain interlocutions in the course of it, will be sufficiently obvious to those who are aware that Gower makes the whole story part of his " Con-fessio Amantis;" a work full of variety and beauty, to which due justice has, perhaps, never been done, in consequence of the comparison which must be drawn between Gower, as a poet, and his greater contemporary Chaucer. Lidgate has laboured, in a degree, under the same disadvantage; but the publication of